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Data elements with responses of ‘‘can-
not be determined’’ or ‘‘not yet deter-
mined’’ are not considered as having
missing data.

(2) For missing data in excess of 10
percent for any one data element, the
penalty will be applied.

(3) The penalties for missing data are
specified in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion.

(d) Timeliness of foster care data re-
ports. (1) For each child, a computer
generated transaction date must re-
flect the actual date of data entry and
must accompany the date of latest re-
moval from the home and the date of
exit from foster care. Ninety percent of
the subject transactions must have
been entered into the system within 60
days of the event (removal from home
or discharge from foster care).

(2) Penalties shall be invoked as pro-
vided in paragraph (e) of this section.

(e) Penalties. (1) Failure by a State to
meet any of the standards described in
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion is considered a substantial failure
to meet the requirements of the title
IV–E State plan. Penalties for substan-
tial noncompliance will be assessed
semi-annually against a State’s title
IV–E administrative cost reimburse-
ment in an amount that is equal to no
more than 10 percent of the State’s an-
nual share of title IV–B funds above
the base appropriation of $141 million.
The amount of incentive funds, section
427 of the Act, against which a penalty
can be assessed will remain the same as
the amount promulgated as being
available to the States as of June 30,
1993, the date of issuance of the amount
of section 427 funds for fiscal year 1993
(see Appendix F to this part). The pen-
alties will be calculated and applied re-
gardless of any determination of com-
pliance with the requirements of sec-
tion 427, and regardless of whether any
State has withdrawn its certification
with respect to section 427. Years One
through three (October 1, 1994 through
September 30, 1997) will be three pen-
alty-free years of operation. Year Four
(October 1, 1997 through September 30,
1998) will be at half penalty and Year
Five (October 1, 1998 through Septem-
ber 30, 1999) and thereafter will be at
full penalty. The maximum annual
penalty is 20 percent.

(2) Penalties will be assessed semi-
annually against a State’s title IV–E
administrative cost reimbursement for
the period in which the noncompliance
occurred and any subsequent period of
noncompliance. Following a decision
sustaining ACYF’s proposed action,
funds will be recovered until the State
demonstrates, by submitting an ac-
ceptable report, that it will no longer
fail to comply.

(3) Half of the maximum allowable
assessed penalty for a given reporting
period is applicable to foster care re-
porting and half to adoption reporting.

(4) The penalty for foster care report-
ing will be applied for any semi-annual
period when a State fails to meet one
or more of the following criteria:

(i) Fails to submit the report within
45 days of the end of the reporting pe-
riod as specified in paragraphs (b)(1)
and (b)(2) of this section; or

(ii) There is one or more element
which exceeds the level of tolerance for
missing data as specified in paragraphs
(c)(1) and (c)(2) of this section; or

(iii) Fails to meet the timeliness
standards as specified in paragraph
(d)(1) of this section.

(5) The penalty for adoption report-
ing will be applied for any semi-annual
period when a State fails to meet one
or more of the following criteria:

(i) Fails to submit the report within
45 days of the end of the reporting pe-
riod as specified in paragraphs (b)(1)
and (b)(3) of this section; or

(ii) There is one or more element
which exceeds the level of tolerance for
missing data as specified in paragraphs
(c)(1) and (c)(2) of this section.

(Information collection requirements con-
tained in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this sec-
tion were approved on August 22, 1994, by the
Office of Management and Budget under Con-
trol Number 0980–0267).

[58 FR 67924, Dec. 22, 1993, as amended at 60
FR 40507, Aug. 9, 1995]

§ 1355.50 Purpose of this part.

This part sets forth the requirements
and procedures States must meet in
order to receive Federal financial par-
ticipation for the planning, design, de-
velopment, installation and operation
of statewide automated child welfare
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information systems authorized under
section 474(a)(3)(c) of the Act.

[58 FR 67945, Dec. 22, 1993]

§ 1355.52 Funding authority for state-
wide automated child welfare infor-
mation systems (SACWIS).

(a) States may receive Federal reim-
bursement at the 75 percent match rate
for FY 1994, FY 1995 and FY 1996, and at
the 50 percent level thereafter for ex-
penditures related to the planning, de-
sign, development and installation of a
statewide automated child welfare in-
formation system, to the extent such
system:

(1) Provides for the State to collect
and electronically report certain data
required by section 479(b) of the Act
and § 1355.40 of this part;

(2) To the extent practicable, pro-
vides for an interface with the State
data collection system for child abuse
and neglect;

(3) To the extent practicable, pro-
vides for an interface with and re-
trieval of information from the State
automated information system that
collects information relating to the eli-
gibility of individuals under title IV–A
of the Act; and

(4) Provides for more efficient, eco-
nomical and effective administration
of the programs carried out under a
State plan approved under title IV–B
and title IV–E.

(b) States may also be reimbursed for
the full amount of expenditures for the
hardware components for such systems
at the rates provided under paragraph
(a) of this section.

(c) Expenditures for the operation of
the automated information system de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section
are eligible for FFP at the 50 percent
matching rate.

[58 FR 67945, Dec. 22, 1993]

§ 1355.53 Conditions for approval of
funding.

(a) As a condition of funding, the
SACWIS must be designed, developed
(or an existing system enhanced), and
installed in accordance with an ap-
proved advance planning document
(APD). The APD must provide for a de-
sign which, when implemented, will
produce a comprehensive system,

which is effective and efficient, to im-
prove the program management and
administration of the State plans for
titles IV–B and IV–E as provided under
this section.

(b) At a minimum, the system must
provide for effective management,
tracking and reporting by providing
automated procedures and processes to:

(1) Meet the Adoption and Foster
Care reporting requirements through
the collection, maintenance, integrity
checking and electronic transmission
of the data elements specified by the
Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and
Reporting System (AFCARS) require-
ments mandated under section 479(b) of
the Act and § 1355.40 of this part;

(2) Provide, for electronic exchanges
and referrals, as appropriate, with the
following systems within the State, un-
less the State demonstrates that such
interface or integration would not be
practicable because of systems limita-
tions or cost constraints:

(i) Systems operated under title IV–
A,

(ii) National Child Abuse and Neglect
Data Systems (NCANDS),

(iii) Systems operated under title
XIX, and

(iv) Systems operated under title IV–
D;

(3) Support the provisions of section
422(a) by providing for the automated
collection, maintenance, management
and reporting of information on all
children in foster care under the re-
sponsibility of the State, including
statewide data from which the demo-
graphic characteristics, location, and
goals for foster care children can be de-
termined;

(4) Collect and manage information
necessary to facilitate the delivery of
client services, the acceptance and re-
ferral of clients, client registration,
and the evaluation of the need for serv-
ices, including child welfare services
under title IV–B Subparts 1 and 2, fam-
ily preservation and family support
services, family reunificication and
permanent placement;

(5) Collect and manage information
necessary to determine eligibility for:

(i) The foster care program,
(ii) The adoption assistance program,

and
(iii) The independent living program;
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